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OVERVIEW 
In this segment, participants will explore a number of interpersonal activities 
that are spontaneous and unrehearsed. They will watch students exchange 
information in simulated and real-world settings and learn to use language to 
address content in culturally-appropriate ways. Activities recycle and spiral 
language, culture and content in many settings to develop student ability to 
carry-out culminating tasks. 

Essential Questions 

1) What is real-world interpersonal communication?   

2) What are characteristics of interpersonal communication in classrooms?   

Key Terms 
 Interpersonal Communication: Language users engage in conversations, 

provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions and exchange 
opinions, such as listing and asking about preferences, sharing information 
gained from the internet or from interviews with family and community 
members. Opportunities for language use that occur in the target culture, 
such as communicating using blogs, email, text/audio/video chat, or in person 
in the community or abroad. 

 Simulation: Practice activities in the classroom that reflect real-world 
language use and prepare students to use language in culturally-appropriate 
ways in the target culture, such as playing the roles of client and nutritionist 
in a unit on food or of vendor and buyer in a unit on medicinal herbs.  

 Tasks and Subtasks: Instructors often break up culminating activities 
into tasks and subtasks in order to support students as they participate in 
more complex interpersonal activities, such as telling what dishes students 
like on their plate, playing the role of vendor and buyer in a sooq and 
planning a party with healthy food. 

 Recycling provides opportunities for learners to repeatedly experience the 
use of instructional elements. It provides learners with the opportunities to 
learn, re-learn or increase their control of previously practiced elements in 
multiple settings, such as communicating about food in a restaurant, in a 
sooq, at a party, with a nutritionist, at a carnival. Recycling serves as both 



remediation and enrichment and thus provides an essential feature necessary 
for individualizing instruction. 

 Spiraling is the utilization of elements from one stage of proficiency with 
those of a higher level, such as expecting students to carry out more tasks or 
more complex tasks, increasing the amount of information about which 
students communicate,  setting communicative tasks into more target culture 
setting or increasing expectations for accuracy. By requiring learners to 
address elements from the next stage, language-use activities move learners 
to higher levels of performance.  

Before you Watch  

  Activity 11: Carousel   
Instructions: In groups, participants generate a list of activities used in the 
classroom to prepare students to carry out interpersonal tasks. Each activity 
is written on a post-it. Each group uses a different color.     

Materials needed to complete the task: 

1. medium-size post-its 

2. fine point marker 

Watch and Analyze  

 

	  Activity 12: Rating Elements of Interpersonal 
Communication      

Instructions: In pairs, participants describe what students are 
doing and rate the activity from 1-5 (5 being the best) focusing 
on how much the simulation reflects a real-world task, 
whether it is spontaneous, and how much real information is 
being exchanged. 
Material needed to complete the task, see Appendix 16 

 
  Culminating Interpersonal Tasks 

 

 Activity 13: The Best Culminating Task        

Instructions: In groups, select the culminating task that best 
integrates language, culture and content.  



Reflections  

Participants complete a chart focusing on what they learned from the segment, 
what they still need to know and how they will be able to implement their 
learning in the classroom. 

	  



Activity 12: Rating Elements of Interpersonal Communication      
In pairs, describe what students are doing and rate the activity from 1-5 (5 being the best) focusing on how much the 
simulation reflects a real-world task, whether it is spontaneous, and how much real information is being exchanged. 

Describe what students do Real-world Spontaneity Exchanged information 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   



REFLECTIONS: Facilitating Interpersonal Tasks   

1. What I learned … 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What I still need to know … 

 
 

 
 
  

3. How I can apply what I learned in my teaching … 
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