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OVERVIEW 

In this segment participants learn to identify language, culture and content in 
authentic materials and to consider the appropriateness of these materials for 
learners of different ages and stages of proficiency.  

Essential Questions 

1) What are authentic materials?  

2)  How can we choose authentic materials that are age and stage appropriate? 

Key Terms 
 Authentic Materials:  Materials that are designed for individuals who 

speak a language and share the culture such as a map, a menu, a comic strip 
or an entry in a blog 

 Age-Appropriate: Materials that are suitable for learners’ cognitive and 
psycho-social development, background knowledge and interests, such as 
cartoons for young children or a fashion magazine for youth and adults. 

 Stage-Appropriate (Proficiency Stages) :  Materials that are suitable 
for learners with differing communicative proficiencies:  

Novice Proficiency  is characterized as the ability to comprehend and 
produce memorized words, phrases and sentences and in some instances 
paragraphs. Learners functioning at the Novice Level deal with discrete 
elements of daily life in highly predictable common daily settings.  

Intermediate Proficiency  is characterized as the ability to comprehend 
and produce sentences and strings of sentences. Learners functioning at the 
Intermediate Level deal with everyday courtesy requirements and topics 
related to self and the immediate environment in some informal and 
transactional settings.  

Advanced Proficiency is characterized as the ability to comprehend and 
produce paragraphs and strings of paragraphs. Learners functioning at the 
Advanced Level deal with concrete and factual topics of public interest (the 
external environment) in most informal and some formal settings.  
Superior Proficiency  is characterized by the ability to comprehend and produce 
coherent and cohesive multi-paragraph texts. Learners functioning at the Superior 
Level deal with unfamiliar, abstract, practical, social, and professional topics in most 
formal and informal settings and problem situations.  



Before you Watch  

Activity 3: Authentic Texts 
Instructions: In pairs participants examine a list of instructional materials and 
categorize them as authentic or non-authentic and explain the reasons for their 
categorization. [You may wish to provide participants with authentic and non-
authentic materials used in the classroom to replace the list of items] see 
Appendix 5. 

Materials needed to complete the task: 

1. list of textbooks for different ages or copies of pages of textbooks 
2. copied materials from books, newspapers, magazines, etc.  

  

Activity 4: Real World Purposes for Authentic Texts  
Instructions: Participants examine the authentic texts and identify when and for 
what purpose individuals who speak the language use them. Then they identify 
the language, culture and content that students can learn from these texts. 

Materials needed to complete the task: Work sheet.   

  

Watch and Analyze 	  

 

 Activity 5: What’s in Authentic Materials  
Instructions: Participants watch the video clip and identify the 
language, culture and content available to teach with these 
materials. Then they listen to a description of what was taught 
from the video and modify their answers if necessary. 

Materials needed to complete the task: Worksheet  

 
  Choosing age and stage appropriate materials  

 

Activity 6: Analysis of Authentic Texts 
Instructions: Participants examine authentic texts and identify 
the age and stage for which they are appropriate.   
Materials needed to complete the task: Worksheet 
 

 



Reflections  
Participants complete a chart focusing on what they learned from the segment, 
what they still need to know and how they will be able to implement their 
learning in the classroom. 

 



Activity 4: Real World Purposes for Authentic Texts  
Examine the authentic texts and identify when and for what purpose individuals who speak the language use them. 
Then identify the language, culture and content that students can learn from these texts. 

Sample Authentic 
Materials  

Real-World  

Purposes 

Language  Culture Content 

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

 



Activity 5: Language, Culture and Content Available to Teach Using Authentic Materials  
Watch the video clip and identify the language, culture and content available to teach with this videotext. 

Language Culture Content 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Activity 6:  Analysis of Authentic Texts 
Examine authentic texts and identify the age and stage for which they are appropriate. 

STAGE I 
Novice 

Learners comprehend and produce (functions) memorized words and phrases (text-types) dealing 
with discrete elements of daily life (content) in highly predictable common daily settings 
(contexts/accuracy).  

STAGE II 
Intermediate 

Learners comprehend and produce (functions) sentences and strings of sentences (text-types) 
dealing with topics related to self, the immediate environment, survival/courtesy (content) in some 
informal and transactional settings (contexts/accuracy).  

STAGE III 
Advanced 

Learners comprehend and produce (functions) oral and written paragraphs and strings of 
paragraphs (text-types) dealing with concrete and factual topics of public interest (content) in most 
informal and some formal settings (contexts/accuracy). 

 
Authentic texts  Age  Stage 

   

   

   

   

   

   



REFLECTIONS: Using Authentic Materials  

1. What I learned … 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What I still need to know … 

 
 

 
 
  

3. How I can apply what I learned in my teaching … 
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