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OVERVIEW 

In this segment participants learn the meaning of language, culture and content, 
explore how these elements are reflected in the Standards for Foreign Language 
Learning in the 21st Century and hear teachers share how they incorporate 
them in their lessons in order to motivate students and enhance their learning. 

Essential Questions 

1) Why is it important to integrate language, culture and content in the world 
language classroom?  

2) What are language, culture, and content?    

3) How is the integration of language, culture and content connected to the 
standards? 

Key Terms 

 Language: Language consists of words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs and 
multi-paragraph texts. Components of language include the sound system 
(phonology), writing systems (orthography), the internal structure of words 
(morphology) and sentences (syntax) and meaning systems (semantics and 
pragmatics). 

 Culture: Culture contains three elements:  
products , items created by members of a particular group, such as a work of art, a 
song or a popular game. 
practices , behaviors of members of a the group, such as appropriate greetings, 
table etiquette or school routines. 
and perspectives ,  beliefs of members of the group, such as the concepts of 
hospitality and generosity connected to the roles of hosts and guests. 

 Content: Content includes the topics individuals address and are often 
taught as part of the school curriculum, such as nutrition, social studies or 
visual and performing arts.  



Before you Watch  

Activity 1: Examine your Knowledge      

Instructions: In groups, participants use chart paper to list examples of 
language, culture and content. 

Materials needed to complete the activity: 

1. Flip chart, post-it type 
2. Three colored markers (one for language, one for  culture, one for 

content)  

 
Watch and Analyze 	  

 

Activity 1a: Add to your Knowledge 
Instructions: While watching, participants add information 
about language, culture and content on color-coded post-its    
(for language, for culture and for content). When participants 
add information, they may also delete items that should not 
have been included. 

Materials needed to complete the activity:  

1. Color-coded post-its  

2. Fine-point marker    

 

 Connecting the standards to the integration of language, culture 
and content  

 

Activity 2: Review and Connect  
Instructions: Review the standards and identify how language, 
culture, and content connect to each of them.  

Materials needed to complete the activity:  

1. Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st 
Century. 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4283 

2. Activity sheet   



 
Reflections  

Participants complete a chart focusing on what they learned from the segment, 
what they still need to know and how they will be able to implement their 
learning in the classroom. 

 



Activity 1: Examine your Knowledge      
In groups, use chart paper to list examples of language, culture and content. 

 



 
Activity 2: Review and Connect  
Review the standards and identify how language, culture, and content connect to each of them 

STANDARDS Language Culture Content Give example 

Communication  

• Interpersonal  

• Interpretive  

• Presentational  

    

Cultures       

Connections     

Comparisons      

Communities      

 



REFLECTIONS: Exploring the Concepts   

1. What I learned … 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What I still need to know … 

 
 

 
 
  

3. How I can apply what I learned in my teaching … 
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